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Mao Zedong’s Reading History. An Important Dimension to
Understand Mao Zedong Thought and His Personality Charm

LUO Jian-hua
(School of Marxism Studies, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: Reading history is an important dimension to understand Mao Zedong and to continue the study
of Mao Zedong in depth. First of all, Mao Zedong’s extremely wonderful life not only participated in and guided
a series of revolution and construction practices, but also read countless theoretical texts. Reading has even be-
come an important part of Mao Zedong’s life track. Secondly, the emergence of new thoughts without exception
is realized on the basis of absorbing certain theoretical resources. Obviously the same is true for the birth and
perfection of Mao Zedong Thought. Therefore, reading history is an important clue for investigating the devel-
opment track of Mao Zedong Thought. Thirdly, the formation of each historical figure’s personality characteris-
tics and personality charm is inseparable from his life experience, but his reading history is also an important
factor in the formation and stereotypes of his personality. In this sense, reading history should be used as an
exploration of Mao Zedong’s distinctive personality characteristics and personality. The important dimensions of
his great charm are reexamined.

Key words: Mao Zedong; reading history; life track; thought development; personality characteristics
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