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The Thought of “ Social Revolution” After
Mao Zedong Turned to Marxism

WANG Xiao-feng
(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing Vocational University of Industry Technology, Nanjing210023, China)

Abstract ; Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society is Mao Zedong’s classic masterpiece of applying class
analysis to solve the problems of the Chinese revolution after his turn to Marxism. It may not be enough to in-
terpret the text on the basis of literal facts, but the history of the Maoism suggests that it was an important text
that marked the shift in Mao Zedong’s early thinking. It is the key text of Mao Zedong’s radical break with the
non—Marxist thought after his turn to Marxism, his liquidation and initial practice of sinicization by applying
the basic principles of Marxism. It was also the real beginning of Mao Zedong’s transformation from social prob-
lems to social revolution and from social revolution to political revolution, so it has both a strongly theoretical
and a strong sense of reality. In essence, it is obvious that the thought of “social revolution” is the thinking
crystallization of Mao Zedong’s real grasp of the organically dialectical unity of society and revolution, which-
contains not only the in-depth understanding of social problems, but also the rethinking of the nature of revolu-
tion, and the materialist dialectic thinking of overall, historical and dialectical nature. Therefore, it has impor-
tant methodological guiding significance to grasp the proposition of “social revolution” in the new era.

Key words: social revolution; Mao Zedong; materialist dialectics; social problems
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