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Mao Zedong’s Exploration and Thinking on Bottom-Line Thinking

KONG Cui-ping
( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong grasped the internal evolution and key influence of contradictions and risks
accurately, explored the mechanism and ways to control contradictions and risks actively. Mao Zedong
established the grand socialist blueprint of national independence, rejuvenation and people’s happiness firmly.
Meanwhile, he foresaw contradictions and risks strategically with a high degree of political soberness, prepared
for difficulties in an all-round way and stressed the establishment of policies on the basis of the worst possibility
to ensure the most favorable situation. It is not only the inevitable result of his long-term scientific learning of
historical experience as an ideological and practical leader, but also a powerful ideological weapon to promote
the Party’s historical development from revolution to governance. Xi Jinping has considered Mao Zedong’s bottom
~line thinking as “important political experience and wisdom for governing the Party and the Country”.Clarifying
the theoretical and practical origins of Mao Zedong’s bottom-line thinking, grasping the basic characteristics of
Mao Zedong’s use of bottom-line thinking and summarizing the essence of Mao Zedong’s bottom-line thinking
have great significance for adhering to bottom—line thinking more consciously and scientifically.

Key words: Mao Zedong; bottom-line thinking; pre-preparation countermeasures
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