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Self-reflexive Intertextuality of “Zuckerman Series”

DENG Jian-ying'*
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China;

2. Faculty of Foreign Studies, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Philip Roth’s nine novels of “Zuckerman series” demonstrate self-reflexive intertextuality in

narrative strategies, characters, story plots, and artistic themes. The self-reflexive intertextuality is manifested

by references and allusions to, expansion or reconstruction of previous texts, which plays an important role in

exploring the function and nature of narrative. The self-reflexive intertextuality in “Zuckerman series” reveals

Roth’s overall writing style achieved by exploring the themes of Jewish identity, American dream, and pursuit

of the “spiritual father” , and reflects Roth’s truthful record and vivid delineation of the customs and changes of

the Newark Jewish community.

Key words: Philip Roth; Zuckerman; self-reflexive intertextuality ; narrator
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