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Generalization of Technical Terms in Pragmatic Situations

HU Si-ke
( Chengnan College, Hunan First Normal University, Changsha 410002, China)

Abstract: In addition to continuing to be used in the inherent fields, some technical terms included in

The Modern Chinese Dictionary are gradually used across a variety of pragmatic occasions. The path of term

generalization has both similarities and differences. The similarities lie in the high semantic transparency,

which has entered the public sharing circle, while the differences are that the original meaning and the derived

new meaning can be related through metaphor and metonymy. The motivation of term generalization includes

the realization of specific rhetorical functions, making up for the lack of refined and simplified expression in

the vocabulary system, and the boost of the rapid development of economy and society. In the process of

generalization, terms show two development trends, namely gradual change and imbalance.

Key words: The Modern Chinese Dictionary ; technical term; pragmatic situation; generalization
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