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An Analysis of the Emerging Structure “Predicate Component Plus Zi”

WU Qi-yang
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The emerging structure “predicate component plus zi” expresses the speaker’ s subjective
attitudes and evaluations. It is self —assessment marker, and it has diverse syntactic function. This structure
comes from Baidu Tieba, and most of the “predicate component plus zi” can be expanded to “predicate
component plus de yang zi”. When “yang zi” serves as a pragmatic marker, the syntactic and pragmatic function
of the two are the same. The character of the attributive before “yang zi”, the modification of the exclamation
mark “hao” , and the semantic generalization of “yang zi” are the motivations for this phenomenon.

Key words: predicate component( “X” ) ; zi; yang zi; modal particle
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