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Mao Zedong’s Exploration, Contribution and Enlightenment to
the Basic Socialist Economic System

QIAO Hui-bo
(College of Marxism Studies, Tianjin University of Technology, Tianjin 300384, China)

Abstract: After the founding of the new China, Mao Zedong made an overall design and practical
exploration of the socialist economic system, and put forward many important economic thoughts and viewpoints
in terms of ownership, economic system and distribution system, which provided positive and negative
experience and lessons for the formation and development of the socialist basic economic system after the
reform and opening up. Mao Zedong proposed that the economic system should serve the development of
productive forces, pay attention to the value function of the economic system, and take the path of independent
exploration of the economic system. These are ideas that have made pioneering contributions to the theory of
economic system. Mao Zedong’s exploration and reflection on the economic system tell us that liberating and
developing the productive forces is the basic advantage of the basic economic system, taking the people as the
center is the value basis of the basic economic system, and correctly judging national conditions and the main
social contradictions is the premise of the development of the basic economic system.

Key words: Mao Zedong; basic economic system; exploration; contribution
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