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On the Epistemological Implications of Mao Zedong’s
“Sinicization” Concept

XU Yan-hong & ZENG Xiang-yun

(School of Marxism Studies, University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)
Abstract: Mao Zedong first advocated * sinicization”, and elaborated on why and how to do
“sinicization”. Mao Zedong clearly put forward the epistemological concept of “concretization” and used it to
replace the political expression of * sinicization ”. Therefore, in his eyes, “ sinicization” means
“ concretization” , and the two express the same concept. From an epistemological point of view, “sinicization”
involves the intermediary link of theoretical realization in the process of theoretical realization. It is the process
by which our Party transforms Marxist factual knowledge into practical knowledge required by Chinese
practice, that is, the cognition process of our Party to carry out investigation and research and theoretical
innovation. Mao Zedong’s revelation of the epistemological meaning of “sinicization” not only clarifies the
essence of “sinicization” in depth, but also points out the epistemological dimension of further thinking and
provides extremely important methodological inspiration for the study of “ sinicization” in China or the
theoretical innovation of the Party.

Key words: Mao Zedong; sinicization; concretization; Marxist epistemology
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