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“Manufacture” Art of A. S. Byatt’'s The Children’s Book
in the Context of Nature

YAO Cheng-he
(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In The Children’s Book, A. S. Byatt explores the ontological meaning of the “manufacture” of
art work and its relationship with death, as well as the interweaving of art and life from a literary-critical
perspective. The novel revolves around the conception of “manufacture” , namely, machine manufacturing and
fictional fabrication. In addition to the theme that fiction erodes reality which results in identity dilemma in her
early writings, Byatt describes the theme of life of L’Art Nouveau style and pottery creation in the context of
nature. Thus, nature in the novel is not only the context of Byatt’s story, but also a perspective for readers to
reflect the life of the characters and the ethical issue of art and death.

Key words: A. S. Byatt; The Children’s Book; manufacture; nature; art
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