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On the Causes of Limited Referentialization of Monosyllabic Verbs

GAO Zai-lan' & ZHANG Ting’
(1. Schoolof Liberal Arts, Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei 235000, China;

2. Lab of Anhui Language Resources Preservation and Research, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract; In modern Chinese, monosyllabic verbs in many syntactic structures are restricted, and there

are obvious opposing differences in the referentialization of monosyllabic verbs. Monosyllabic verbs are weak in

referent and difficult in referent. Disyllabic and polysyllabic compound verbs are highly referential and easy to

be referentialized. In syntactic structures that need to be denotated, monosyllabic verbs are restricted by their

inability to be denotated. The reasons for the restricted referential of monosyllabic verbs are closely related to

the morphological and syntactic features of the Chinese language. Among them, the main reason is that there is

syntactic structure in the lexical structure of disyllabic and polysyllabic verbs.

Key words: monosyllabic verbs; compound words; length of a word; referentialization; word formation
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