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Pressure and Self-Consciousness: On the Process of
Sinicization of Church Universities in the Early Republic of
China from the Perspective of Funding

LI Hai-ping'* & SHANGGUAN Zhi-li’
(1. School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, XiangTan 411201, China;

2. School of Marxism Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The development of church universities in the Republic of China was related to its process of
sinicization, and the reform of the funding system was a direct embodiment of this process. The sinicization of
the funding decisions of the church universities in the Republic of China had undergone a change from being
under the control of foreign missions to the participation of the national government in supervision, while the
sinicization of funding sources had undergone a change from a single supply of missions to a plurality of local
financing. The reform of funding expenditures was mainly in terms of teachers’ salaries, whose sinicization was
manifested by the change from “well-paid westerners but poorly-paid Chinese” to “equal pay for equal work”.
The promotion of the process of sinicization of church universities in the early Republic of China was from not
only the external pressure of economy, culture and politics, but also the internal conscious foundation. This
historical process can provide a certain reference for the internationalization of higher education today.

Key words: church university; sinicization of church universities; registration; funding system
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