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On Leibniz’'s Theory of Freedom

LI Yu - jun

( Department of Philosophy, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract; Leibniz explained freedom by combination of choice and rationality. First of all, Leibniz put
freedom and choice together. He criticized determinism and abstract freedom and considered that freedom is
free choice. Second, Leibniz put freedom and rationality together. He regarded that whether God’s choice
based on the principle of best or man’s choice based on the principle of pleasure, those free choices that con-
tain the normal purpose is based on rationality. Leibniz thought that rationality is human nature. Thus,
Leibniz’s theory of freedom denied Hegel’s assertion that Hegel treated Leibniz’s freedom as arbitrarily freedom.
His freedom reached to the level of Hegel’s concrete freedom. Third, he also pointed out, on the level of real-
ity,, from the perspective of free subject that people can’t reach the freedom based on absolute rationality due to
congenital lacking. God alone has this freedom, but people can tend to the real freedom by the specification
and practice.
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