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Taboo, Discipline, War. The Body Plight in The Patience Stone
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Abstract; Afghan French writer Atiq Rahimi’s Prix Goncourt winning novel The Patience Stone, displays
how Afghan women obtain spiritual freedom and break taboo by narrating. Stating the body plight of “she” in
her relationship with husband, family and society, the novel indicates cultural taboo, authoritative discourse
and violence of war as the basic elements leading to body plight, which embodies Rahimi’s pursuit for peace
and freedom and his opposition to war and restraint. Actually, Rahimi exposes the secret of Afghanistan
through her narrative about body, which is a strategy to survive though he betrays his motherland as “she” be-
trays her husband. To some degree, the extreme social and cultural discourse portrayed by the expatriate writer
highlight the stereotype of Afghanistan or Islamic world as backward, dictatorial and women abusing in some
sense. As a result, it is difficult to escape the suspicion of Orientalism.
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