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Changes in Mao Zedong’'s Understanding of the Main
Domestic Contradictions After the Eighth CPC National Congress

HE Yun-feng
(Institute of Marxism Studies and Contemporary China, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract ; After the Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of China, Mao Zedong influenced by
various factors both at home and abroad, and limited by his own understanding, overthrew the correct judgment
of the Eighth National Congress on the main domestic contradictions, and identified the contradictions between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, and those between socialism and capitalism as the main domestic contradic-
tions in the transitional period. The greatest impact of the changes in Mao’s understanding of the main contradic-
tions in China was that Mao Zedong formed the idea of “governing the country with class struggle as the core”.
To learn from the historic lessons, we must adhere to the basic line of the primary stage of socialism and attach
great importance to the struggle in the ideological field. However, we must not go to the other extreme.

Key words: Mao Zedong; Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of China; main contradictions
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