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Du Fu’s Famous Poetry “The Rich Wine and Meat Stink”
Explains Two Difficult Questions

LI Yun-fu

(Research Center for Inheritance, Dissemination and Education of Chinese Characters, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: There are many interpretations of the “stink” of Du Fu’s poet “the rich wine and meat stink” ,
which mainly formed two opposed views of “stink” theory and “aroma” theory. On the premise of agreeing
with the theory of “decay and metamorphosis” , this paper offers new explanations for two important questions
raised by the “aroma” proponents. For one thing, it is considered that the original text of “the wine and meat
stink” is that “wine deteriorates and meat stinks” , which is the ellipsis of parallel phrases. So there is no
question of wine that will stink. For another, some scholars of later generations mistook Du Fu’s “rich wine and
meat stink” for “aroma” , and made a wrong reference. These examples shall not prove that Du Fu’s “rich
wine and meat stink” is “aroma”.

Key words: Du Fu; wine and meat stink; ellipsis of parallel phrases; misunderstanding; imitation use
FAER T X EE

OZFFEY R 53 AL O MITBEF41) 1987 4£55 3 3 BUNE  CURTT AR 22 57—k ™ L7 i s i
REFTY , KRB B4R ) 2012 455 6 B
Q@ZBE MR SRR B DUBANC A RS , QLIRS AR (RS BE R )2013 4845 3 4,
138



