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Historical Evolution and Logical Analysis of
Mao Zedong’s Concept of “Practice” .

“Movement” , “Investigation and Research” and “Social Practice”

LI Qun-xiao' & Ouyang Ying’
(1. Department of Philosophy, Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2. Institute of Philosophy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The concept of “practice” is the core one of Marxist philosophy. It is the important conceptual
guarantee to make Marx’s philosophy to truly become the one of “changing the world” initiated in Karl Marx’s
Eleven Theses on Feuerbach. Therefore, Mao Zedong’s correct understanding and accurate grasping about the
concept of “practice” in Marxist philosophy is extremely important in the process of incorporating Mao
Zedong’s philosophy into the Marxist philosophy system. It is the basic epistemological guarantee and impor-
tantly epistemological link. However, through the analysis of Mao Zedong’s practical thought, we can see that
Mao Zedong did not establish the concept of “practice” at the very beginning, but it experienced the historical
evolution from “movement” , “investigation and research” to “social practice”. By clarifying this point and
clearing the logical relation among them, we can further understand how Mao Zedong’s practical thought devel-
oped into Marxist practical view, and became Chinese Marxist philosophyand by being integrated with Marxist
philosophy system eventually.
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