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On Interpreting Zhuangzi with Laozi and Its Academic Value

HUA Yun-gang
(School of Humanities, Changzhou Institute of Technology, Changzhou 213022, China)

Abstract; Because Sima Qian interpreted Laozi and Zhuangzi in one legent, and believed that Zhuangzi
should be attributed to Laozi. The Hanshu + Yiwenzhi listed Laozi and the Zhuangzi as the Taoist school. Later
generations of scholars unconsciously quoted Laozi to interpret Zhuangzi, thus resulting an phenomenon of in-
terpreting Zhuangzi with Laozi. Since Guo Xiang in the Western Jin Dynasty began this, scholars such as
Cheng Xuanying, Chu Boxiu, Lu Xixing, Shi Deqing, Chen Jiru, Jiao Hong, Wang Fuzhi, Ma Qichang all
followed, forming a spectacular academic trend. The formation of interpreting Zhuangzi with Laozi had a pro-
found academic and social background, as well as a certain ideological and philosophical basis. However,
some scholars overemphasized the relationship between Laozi and Zhuangzi, and even regarded Zhuangzi as
the annotation of Laozi, which led them astray and covered the true meaning of Zhuangzi. It is of great aca-
demic value to study the original meaning of Zhuangzi, to reflect on the trend of thought of unity of three reli-
gions of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, and to explore the process of Confucianism of Zhuangzi. The
academic circle shall respect the multiple developments of cultural thoughts, uphold the spirit of equal commu-
nication and exchanges, and then study the modern value of Chinese excellent traditional culture.

Key words: Zhuangzi; interpreting Zhuangzi with Laozi; annotation of Laozi; unity of Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism into one
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