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On the Absorption and Transformation of Shu Qiwen by
The Romance of the Three Kingdoms and Its Literary Significance

TAN Zhen-ming
(School of Television Arts and Cultural Communication, Changsha University, Changsha 410022, China)

Abstract; In the history of Chinese and foreign literature, Luo Guanzhong was the first as well as the only
writer to bring applied texts, such as letters, into his work. In his novel The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, a
total of 19 kinds and 334 applied texts including letters are used. This artistic function is embodied in the fol-
lowing three aspects, i.e. the intertwined plot and the characters; the weapon of political, military and diplo-
matic struggle, and the tool to express the thought and personality of the character. There are three literary fea-
tures, namely short system, concise words but rich meanings; both rthyme and rhythm, mainly verses, and
rich emotions. The reason why there are a large number of applied styles in The Romance of the Three King-
doms is related to the stylistic characteristics of the work and the content described in the work. Luo Guanzhong
carried out the transformation and processing of the traditional Shuqiwen in line with the true principle of art,
which has important literary significance.

Key words: applied text; artistic function; literary feature; artistic truth; historical truth
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