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On Nanqu’s Melody Variation Law After the Reform of
Singing According to the Tones of Chinese Characters

LIU Fang

(International College for Chinese studies, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 201197, China)

Abstract; Nanqu originally used the singing form of fixed melody. After using the method of singing ac-

cording to the tones of Chinese characters, the melody of Nanqu has changed a lot. However, the new singing

method did not completely abandon the old fixed melody of Nanqu, but it is based on the original pitch,

mode, tonic, ending and melody fragments, and transformed according to the changes in the character tones.

On the one hand, the changed tune must conform to the matching rules of the character tone and the new

method. On the other hand, the new melody must meet some rules of the music itself.

Key words: Nanqu; anchor the tones of Chinese characters; fixed melody
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