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“Motherland” ; The Loss of Protagonist's Home Under
the Background of Aggression and Discrimination in Hisaki
Matsuura’s Meiyo to Kokotsu

CHEN Shi-hua & LIU Tian-tian

(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing 211816, China)

Abstract ;: Hisaki Matsuura’s Meiyo to Kokotsu depicts the story of Ichirou Serizawa, a Japanese police of-
ficer of Japan’s Ministry of Works stationed in the Shanghai concession. He was exploited and betrayed by his
colleagues in the Japanese army and police station due to his half North Korean ancestry and anti-war thoughts
during the earlier period of the Japanese War of Aggression against China. Having suffered from the exclusion
and persecution by the compatriots of his motherland, Serizawa completely lost his sense of belonging to his
motherland, Japan, meanwhile he gradually realized the deceptive nature of militarists’ education and the bar-
barity of their acts during the war. Finally, his awaking of self-consciousness made him get rid of his identity of
“the other” |, then reconstructed himself in Hong Kong, a multicultural city as well as a place to belong
for him.

Key words: Hisaki Matsuura; Meiyo to Kokotsu; discrimination; aggression
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