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The Beauty in the Common Utilitarian Objects.: A Comparative
Study of Chinese New Year Pictures and Japanese Otsu-e

OUYANG Qiu-zi
(College of Art and Design, Changsha University ,Changsha410022, China)

Abstract; Both Chinese New Year Pictures and Japanese Otsu-e are typical painting forms of folk art,
which have played positive roles in enriching material living, creating spiritual status, and in maintaining so-
cial order. They also reveal the beauty of different folk arts of one common origin. The beauty of both folk arts
prevails in everyday crafts, emphasizing its aesthetic value and meaning. The beauty of the two paintings not
only exists in daily lives, but also in further depth of spiritual and social level. As there are profound historical
linkages between China and Japan, many commonalities are found in similar decorative, religious, and educa-
tional aspects. Meanwhile, the two folk arts preserve its unique personality because both have adopted their
own local cultural traditions.

Key words: Chinese new year pictures; Japanese Otsu-e; the beauty in the common utilitarian objects
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