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On the Defendant’s Right of Court Communication

YANG Yong

(School of Law, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: The defendant’s right to communicate in court refers to the right of communication between the
defendant and his/her defender during the cour tirial. In practice, the lack of the defendant’s right to
communicate in court affects the realization of effective defense and fails to ensure the effectiveness of court
trials. Granting the defendant the right to communicate in court can promote effective defense, reduce court
conflicts, and ensure subjectively procedural justice. Therefore, when the defendant has behavior deviation
and disagreement, the defendant should be allowed to communicate with the defender through timely
communication or adjournment communication. At the same time, the court’s right to communicate should not
be abused, and should respect the judge’s litigation command, pay attention to communication efficiency, and
implement specifically ethical norms. In order to ensure the implementation of the court’s right to
communicate, four options can be taken, namely rationally distributing the defendant’s seats, improving court
adjournment rules, unblocking the meeting channels in the court’s temporary detention room, and establishing
a relief mechanism for infringing the court’s right to communicate.

Key words: right of court communication; self-defense; collaborative defense; effective defense
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