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The Ontological Connotation of Marx’s Concept of Labor .

with the Paris Manuscript as the Center of Interpretation

WANG Shao-liang

(School of Marxism & Research Center for Maxism Theory Innovation and Communication, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract; Marx’s concept of labor contains rich and profound ontological connotation. Marx neither
regards labor as a natural and necessary activity unrelated to freedom, nor constructs labor as a spiritual
activity that confirms the pure subject of self-consciousness. However, he understands labor as a “perceptual
and objective activity”. In Marx’s view, labor is a passive perceptual activity, which shows the subjective
power of human beings. The ontological dimension of labor is closely related to the nature of human freedom.
On the one hand, labor is a conscious life activity of human beings. Human beings have fundamentally
separated themselves from animals through production, and gained negative freedom from biological nature. On
the other hand, the positive freedom contained in labor is reflected in the fact that human beings show the
essential power of objectivity through labor. Labor promotes the development of human personality and ability
and self realization, and creates human culture, history and world.

Key words: labor; ontology; perceptual and objective activities; conscious life activities
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