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On the Growing Point of Labor Logic in
“Free Time Wealth Measurement” .

The Value Interpretation of Marx’s “Machinery System” in “Actual Subordination”

LU Zirong & ZHANG Hong
('School of Philosophy, history and culture, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: The “actual subordination of labor to capital” is an importantly historical stage of capital
logics, wherein the labor refers to the social labor which is the utilization of machinery system. Subjected by
capital logics, the overwhelming replacement of the workers by the machinery system is the inevitable result of
the “actual subordination” of the special capitalism. Marx has conducted a scientific investigation on the value
form of social labor of the machinery system, and proposed the “free time wealth measurement” , which is
different from the “labor time wealth measurement”. The “free time wealth measurement” reflects the
continuity and innovativeness of the Marxist theory of labor value, acting as the scientific conclusion and
identification of the development of productivity in the new era. Besides, “free time wealth measurement” also
provides a pivot point for the new formation of productive relations at a new productivity level, which
demonstrates that Marxist labor theory has transformed from the criticism of capital logic to the construction of
labor logic. Hence, “free time wealth measurement” also becomes the base point of the construction of labor
logic, which is preliminarily presented in the co-production led by non-productive labor.

Key words: labor logic; machinery system; free time wealth measurement
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