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The Phantom of Liberty: The Evolution of British Industrial
Relation Laws during the Industrial Revolution

JIN Yan

(School of Marxism Studies, Nanjing University of Post and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract; Britain is the earliest country starting the industrialization and transforming from traditional so-
ciety to industrial society, among which the industrial relations take a very important position, and the state’s
interference with the industrial relations becomes a historical result. The industrial relations have developed in
a long history, and in different periods, the state plays different roles. This paper suggests that the state’s poli-
cy of industrial relations tended to be laissez — faire during the industrial revolution.
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