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Reading the Spectacles in The Child in Time
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Abstract: The Child in Time is one of British novelist lan McEwan’ s important works. It is set ten years
on from the novelist’ s time of writing in London, which belongs to the tradition of the “Condition of England”
novel. The paper reads from the perspective of cultural geographical criticism to explore the spectacles of Lon-
don and the Home Counties. It argues that McEwan presents readers variants of utopia not only to reveal char-
acteristics of Thatcherite society and living condition, but also envisage the possibility of constructing a harmo-
nious living space with nature.
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