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Meaning of Ditransitive Construction; From the Perspective of
Unaccusativization and Unergativization
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(1. School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Commerce, Changsha 410205, China;

2. English Language and Literature Research Institute, Hunan University of Commerce, Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract; Through the use of lexical or syntactic means ditransitive constructions which are ambiguous in
giving or taking can be clarified as a result of unaccusativization and unergativization respectively. Unaccusati-
vization weakens the agentivity of subject and profiles the predicate to be a result or final state, which, as a re-
sult, drives the implicit predicating structure to assume a negative existential structure. Unergativization
strengthens the activity displayed by the predicate and motivates the implicit predicating structure to assume
positive existential structure. In this way the meaning of ditransitive construction can be proved to be either
leftward or rightward transfer, whose reliability can be testified by the use of giving and taking verbs. What is
given or taken may be either physical or nonphysical, in this case, bidirectional transfer of benefit and cost
can be concluded. Such is the meaning of ditransitive construction.
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T

I I B 2 ( ditransitive construction) /& X + V + Y + Z #& =gt =, Hodh X\ Y . Z B30 %4y, 435
7024 O A B REAE, shin VRl LS A shin), (H g — Btk AU R A =t sl
FEFHT” XL ,7n X intends to cause Y to receive Z by V - ing“:%‘[z]zo , L@ Sally baked her sister a
cake, F7R " Sally #5 | — KPR IRIRIZ” , —Hr 3l1d] bake 7EXX S Y8 A 5 = AR5 0T, I 5015 1 4

O YFEHEHE:2014 -01 -16
B WA Wk AT #A 2R AR (12WLH35)
EBER A W (1974 -) 55, WIRGOUGEN , BIZ0% , 2T HIETE 5 2 IR 5 019
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{2, et A XU IR IR, JE AR R PR 2R “ 44 T S, AR BRAE (2001) % 30 A7 26 5 i 2 i i 57
BT A AT SR I A SR R R IR (IE) AT R TR T R
TR T S AU IR R R A AT L

Goldberg tA S, TRA> BT E T WS PR 3 A0 25 S, HAR 3l 43 il ol s UK ) =X 1) 2 i 4
BN (1) M R B G R R AR (B ) L 0 give, throw 25 (2) FES60AZ5T I JEL 14 £ 1 5
EHE R S FHEZ F R, U guarantee, promise %55 (3) i S B 5 N RERE 2 B AR, A refuse, deny
s (4) TR E 5 e AR KL I 4232 %, il Teave , bequeath %5 (5) i 586 5 55 4 7T RESE 2 %
&, 40 permit, allow 255 (6) i 5 7y SR RES B0 5 352 %K, 4l bake, make 2§,

FEDUE T B B 56 X0 T 4T aia M JE 4 T 201, SR 5 TN 5 5408 6 25, 43 I %t i
AR E Y,

(1) e FEA FTIRI, ovt e B F 3 A

(2) 5% FFA PRI, ok H5 546 5

(35 E L&, ik K E 2 E 15,

(4) 5EEZRZ B, 1/ 3780 B 3% FF 1%

(5)F 5 EHHIAL, do K SRR R KR

(6) e FEHIAT, 5EHBMG o b K s & E,

AR b3 75 s A 22 S, RO/ NV B 3 0368 P, 30438 1 T & M U 4 8 il , o R LA 1
BRACANE . FTFLL, SR IE AR T R 3 1 A A A S A TP, DR R s v LA B A A ey 15 1
PR T-RE 8 4 FERNT A6 A 0] T35 SO PR

B RSB IEIN , T TR B Goldberg JEvE B 45T B A5 IF N 1) FIBE SR 26 % o s 4 1
I ) AN B S PR L WU g s A A 5T S IR A I PR A B S P AT B — A R AR
HJE A S Y RIS AT TR BA T s T s i m Ok AT i
(2002) JAGH LRI A FARZ 0 0422 06 5, B4 T 5 BUS" e K. FTLL, iR BR324 2
La T kAT

N T ARZ LT W, Fo 10T LA B 5 - RE AN jB 44 T 2 i), A 2% h8 A5 26 8l
11 AU o 3 A 8 1 T BOR B B Bl 18 %, 1 S 5 T R e B R P i 7 0 B i 4 1
TER A 2 S S M 0 3 S22 i, R 25 T 2R st A S 2 sl i) 43 0 0003 0 5 i s 4 5
L, FEAEDR X250 12 F AR X ST VR, (o = A — R P RIS 1, I B W 5 S U )
RS, BXRERRAR I , “ 4A T + TS + THORB” =% 2 FUEAG JEIREVE , 0t = [a] B B A

1 SUERFERAAMN R Y & ERL &4
1.1 FEAEHNEYA
DU 7 BOASBH (R 3R ) 2 AT PRI RR 8 A IR L R, —FP R 77, REEARAS 10 5645,
TP RIR B B EARLE MRS LA
(1) a. AT —AH,
b, WAL —8 5T,
c. PRTL—4NMES,
d. ¥R T—7 k4,
e. ¥ EZ—IT38,
f. T AT KA,
g o ol—87,
R T AR R B8 S, AT A S s 25 s TRV A R B (R RE,
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(2) PHRER A T 100 T4k
(3) W 4% 2 100 4%,

FAEE(2003) GETHEAR R, (2) F 31 A(77. 5 % ) PEfERIE,9 N (22. 5% ) BEfE R 4T3 (3)
WA 1 N(2.5% ) 3R AU ,39 N (97.5% ) BEffERG T . STARC T ORI 4] g 2 100
AR (BB 528 T2 L& 2416, 43 3 5 Sk iy 60% 1 40% ) s, (2) BUS S PRAGAE 3G m T 17.
5% 1M (3) BT LA BRAR(EHI R B T 57. 5%

ISR WER sl e AR b Rie ™ 17 WA A R L DI RE, dn(4)

(4) ¥4 T T 100 T4
AR TEIN 287 Z )5, Wik 457 3, .
(5) P44 T 100 T4,

P LS R, i LK 287 F0 T 7 R 0 308 S B PR, Bl 8" R B 8, T R
ZERS
1.2 MR &R

A ] 44 1) WE R J&— 45 781 (deictic term) |, B HE AT A 410815 B () R 378 A8 W 175 B () 52 37 7
XS EZ G s AT B AR R g o R R A W R A R e RS A Y
T (existential ) |, 1778 E B9 20 E & AR 13 72 (FRATTR MRS _E SR 20 A, X AR 3l o et e 1 4cai
A AT R ) | IE A K B 2 R, TR B R R JE — T 2R AR T Ak T S B /R
WEREE 5,

BT AR B T BORBIG, FRATT T LU B 22 W13 7 S0, 1 A A IR =X 4 =X SOk A ) 1
B “AFERER AT U B FOR AR AT LA R R o O WA R e R AR B
BI“VA " o XFT(2) K, “HER V7T B P g Rei e RS (BE) A7, B B (BLAE) A £ 100 JT
B, MR R (2) B —R 0y, 53— e B IR R T — 15k .

FABL, BGR — AR A, AR B HT 7 30 R 5 4, R BRI 5 (57
), AN EM S Z A RERFER(C R M g8 ) o FrLX T (3) ok ut, “ R 1k A48 3]
RSN R LA H M TS R e 2 RS, B DASE B i 2 P (AR 2 AHER Lok #r ), AT ARk
Dy R o AT R b SCE) TR PR R AR R TN SR 2

[ ARARIC ™ T oA SR A AR T k8 SR RN 2 B IR 28 Bk B 28 . ) N T8 ( profile ) , Fir A 5
“HER”MPERIAEI . SR, 7 RS Z )5, SR iR AR A SIE (BRI AR ) | i & F kR 22
I EE R B RIS

FATHY o T LB Ry %oF i) AR TE A% K (to unaccusativize ) FIHEVERE L (to unergativize ) : “ HERK”
BT AR T iR AR AR, IR B 45 R T ARERS

JEEA% 217 (unaccusative verb ) FIHEAEHS 3l (unergative verb) TEFAFRYA R Y Be F BA BAME, P
HZ e — AR B g B A e, < R s, B T A S e TR, 2 TR SE R
ZIa A HOK AMAETE T o QSR IRATHIC W) X — S A 45 R s 2 AR % S sl inl gk Al
AL T, B LAF BB A AR, a0 e 1 BLM) T — AN 4E3R7, 117 Wit = L sh L i i T L AR AR
il BIAS B AT, 7E e A0 e i & — 58 1 T WIAEInA e e, RIS Be+ A — e . X —Z 0k
ARZS A ETA BB, WA LUAEEVER Shim) 3Rk, b an™ TRk TIRS5E” %

FE(2) FI(4) S BER R T 7 REAR T B A, A Bl VR A AR S 4 R sl e kAR R

O “A7RDESCRL BN AFEL R AT, 20 B B SEE Y there be 1 to have, Bij A RAT B3, S5 R HIA G
B i I

@ LR AIRAS XA TEAS Bl , e R A By 36 1 R AEVERS Bl i), 1 — X LRI FIBGHE A PRI SR I ( WL 1) < there be J&
BNESE T ML RS TR A1l R TR A (atelic) , IXRURAS 2 A2 BUAT A AT, 7 have A2 LIRS, BAT AR PERS PR RHE, A1
I ) Aty b A 10 SR (telic) o



F18 & I AR AR AL SAREAR AL AT BB S iy 2 109

“H(BUE) A £ 100 o™, Rk B A7 BUA] (IR BIARTE RS B0 ) B9 5 S0 A B, 76 (3) A (S ) o, “ BRI
CERT MR T ARG, W AR RS VAR B AL, BRI AR B AR ARERS IR

FRTEAMG A RIARAEAS ) R AE B T SO A AT A T B, R/ 17 A W/ 457 73 sl 3 i 1
Ly (AR SRR PR AR AR PRt 5T 2 B T8 SCER R, B DL, AT THE B AR D XU ) i SCHE 10 2
ity , 76— e AR S H

2 BREMERREHSHXBEXNNIITHE

LT FATE 0 A A SRS e A 5 T SRR A — 73, LSO S i sE B T 5 — AR
FEARAH , R R A IR A RRIE , 2B A B A

Oehrle 7 i , WU IR S5 4% 20 A # , EANE 1K (theme ) (95 RS 2 FIBHA H B R, B LA
FUATAREEHE S5 MO RPHE " | LLIIE (6) a Hi# T The students have French , 33 i & 4 i &5 1 AR 52 45
F (IREDAEELA]) L T (6) b JIAT X R B 7 - John BARHL T AHZEAEMT AT REAH A 2= 5]

(6)a. John taught the students French.

b. John taught French to the students.

Oehrle (WL 515 2] T F £ 22 F 19N [E, FL U Larson A, 7E & 1 o, B AL AT 9 send 2 Ak B 4%
i,

52, Hooi Ling Soh j# i BUIE B ia]“ 25" B H BUMAIE W] T 546 5 2R Z (8] — A Ko Y 77 20
A" ZAF SN 5 B IRAE R — A VP B FN, I TR AT (GE) 8, 10 il 3% T = AN A 45—
PRE T (=N A A A 2,

VP vP
Spec/{\v' e
subject
2N
W VP
A
goal \A
S
V-appl VP
GE =~ VP
TR
theme \Y
B 1 Larson(1988) xtiz P4 26 49 & = B 2  Hooi Ling Soh(2005) ¢ K 27

IR PUFP AT IR R TR R IS RRAE , BP A ) G )2 EIE R — 2R B (3R
I E—TPEihe) 38 2 R AE = A 20, X R &S 7E Marantz A B t45 2 E B, Marantz 1A
AR SR L2 VP

TET R M S5 M R v, R A B R ok AL i e A T B iR O % i i AR R 3t 3
30 B LA, B R G R RS — A NP A% 155 A NP, FEAL 1 45 = A NPH™ S G
FRICH TR0 LAk o 24 IR 8 457 s Ak 1 hinl (0 A VE A PR R AE A s, 5175 10 it = b 157 w5k £,
RV 338 1 2 o M7 R A 5 VS O () SV E MR i Ak, B AL 3 9 2l S i . Jr LA, TehRic i A 1) 15 3%
WPERI . S WER" B T R ShiRAR SRR T AR I, 278 i T A ok, B 5 S A 3t 7 %
546, IETE SR FR 25 R s SRS, BT R REAR IS SUG S8 T 9 sl 1, AL s i gl 2 R A it o %
(2) FI(4) K0, 55— 2 FIE L RFR T (BIE) B 2 100 T4k, i TG o B R AR Wil 1055 )2 &
WRFRP, 27100 JoEk” Z RS e A BLC R, Bl - HAVE ], J0R" C&A (=15 17)100 JT
BB 3, “ 27 RIT100 JUER” Z IR E AF IR RO — )2 B R AR AR LT IR i, B ER —
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EFERAPIBEFR A, W8 TH )2 EEXRPIEIERR A"V,

XF(3) FI(S) KV, 52 IR KRR E R AT A7, Bt S PR g g 5 1, I8 18 1Y sh VR PR
fELIE R T, A AL b i 25 ARS8 2 FIEOCHR B 27 F17 100 Joik” Z ), 2 H A BLC &, B
[ +HAVE], LR A ( =fEA)100 TR, W& 4, X2 KA AT BER o

H 4— 10070k —2 H —100 ik —» 2

3 AR A A4 FAHEEXER

B 3 FIE 4 B i) 25 N E IS I S 5L B PR — R e A2 5 3 Z 1]
feid , AL J5 1 B o

BRSR AL 328 1) J 1) mT L ey et gl 3] (B3 S5O B gl 3] ) 78 X8 WAy X b i i R A A R R S A% 10 4y
TR B4, XA 3™ AT RE 2 XS W 3 SR — 3, i X ) R A2 31 1 il 2 A T4
(PEIL—"F1Y) , e A& A9 A — 2 R IR SE s (H A PANSE T Ui 58 ™ A7 AE , A TR SCRIAL X
SCRA R P BB R 0T, TP R B Iy M i AN AR 2 T o R iR 22806 4
TIEh R MBAR RS, 7 BT AR AL =L /R S A A%

3 XEF K BhIRFNENF 2 BhIE AR

FE SO FRATTE BT BOR I A Shin], &k T RTINSO MR % XU v R SR A 48, FRATTRE
SR S AU R4 3 RT LA 22 [ 5 AT (] A9 b e A5 IR A b A 25 T 2 i) (an ™ 3% ) FHUAS 2 il
Chn= ") VR R T

(7)a. PHERZEL—AH/ TETL—AH,
b. PHREL—AY / PHELTL—AH,
(8)a. PHEREL—AL/ FETL—AH,
b. PHRETL—AFH/ FELL—AFH,

FE(T)a H, “HER” R T 78 287 AR M AL, IR S 58 — 2 AR s 45 4 B = SO AR B, B R
WA AR R AN, R IERE VR RA T, AR R SR A R, B AR 2%
BT A AR B T2 NOZA T RE, SR8 (LB S nT 52 09, AR 28k A —Fh
FIRE, 55— )2 IR (RTE) B & X7y X AR SR — A4 e “ 26 17— A 457 fr =
A T o0 PRRRAZ PO BIUERZ T REIE 2 H BT AE SR 1), LL il T3k B o0 2 BRAS I 8 4546 25 5 AH R
Mo, ZAESRIED) 5 2 5 A H R B R 2 7= 55— R DR, B RN B ERGE .

FITLA, (7) a fR 8 SCRT LAIE AN R BT Bk A A% 326, BEAT A5 ) (49400 P SR iy 15336, th AT 72 18] A AR 40 I
PRSI fE % o BRAR AU XFR I FHOE R , BRATADHEIEEARIEXU a1 355 2R, YIRS 1 & 1R
FURI 8 R M 24, 0 BUESZ (A AU FAE 8 T 6 R, Rl 5. &5 Pios [FAGE T+
(7)b,

FE(T)a FL b WERTFICBIR” U457 R0 T DIRER R A T, BEBHIRATTA T BOR B i 3 sl AT
ST, T B S5V T IR 0 U ) v I A IE, 52— 25 I 9 B A 2 2 S iX —
PP AN BB 2] 5 55— T, FRATT A A At e b 1 Shinl R A A A 18 ORI, B AR S48 1 7= 2E T A7 R X
(FELA) PR “ A T D2 BIASIERSE ™ ) , H UK Shil X R R A M EN . 248K, X F0 RS2 1
FRPEIT 2 55 D05 AR 2: 5, B4 A AR A sk s bl T REFEASAH A, 1 FLTE S A s ik e ge
SRS PR A0 BRARAS BT DAL BLIRES A 1 A B SR RFAE o 76 F SCRO B Rt 2 n itk

(8) ANFITF(7) ZAbAE T &7 JE BT Ll i), E T [R5 B X a] (4461 35 56 &, i L © WE K i B

© XHEMAE” N BA " HBL there be(not) Jif o there 4 B H AR TEA Bl )18 22 R0 R AFBL” 45 FAF B (R34 2R7) , 2 there
go(es) Al R AAF L™, R UAF I (9 ZhiAl7ETE L EXS)W there be not, AT ARSI £ fu B/ T 100 o4k ™ XM 7 Ir R ik AU 28 11
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R7ERTRIN T SIRERIRE R A T A 6

S FIE] 6 £ttt 5 8 L — S0, AR U0 £ 19 A AN [R] , s Dbt 4 19 52 BE D7 U IA) - g
YL T 92K, B FARI LA B R SO RAIE T O 28 B A RGO PEShAIL : R4S LS B
UV H D = 5PNl /SRl £ <55 2e e =1 : U /N e il = 1 5P 2 Gt

BS iR ik B{6 kxR mthit

4 MWEFEEEX R

5 FEL 6 Frm 194 Btk 52045 AR Bt 52 1A 0L ) A2 3ok RO WL A2, % 3 SBOAS BR Sl im] R B [l A 3 1
ORI (57 Rl , AN HIAR R A AR A R 3N B A 5 R BT IO R AR AR Y,
WAARTEWIA FARZ a5 3

XLJi) A 3o A — 5 HAT Wy JBu 1 A 25 R R P T3 1 oA 288 80 0 PR B B L R B, XS] 42328 1Y) PN 25 1T RE AT
SV BIPERY , B UL, T3 — T BT PE N 2 A% 328 LU S AP AR P B o 2 A0 A 3o S Im o8 8., R IO 1 S T
PR AR T BILLE, FEUnRS (9) KU, BEA YR PE N A — A" A e i, BA 7 — i i &« g7
(02 A% 388, 0 R 2 v 1 3ok P TR N, o /P A A S8 1) B 2 A 1) A 3 AHL IR AR AN A ™ R I 1% 3 0 4
ST o AT FDAE 5 B XA, k2R 1 RUR P =X 38 0w 45 388 OC R 1 20 WL
St PR FRATTAE G 57 AL A [ I, Joik Jo il k7 L3, 2= /0 B nAZ 8 L B 2 1 7 Y 1%
128 S AT PSSR ATAT B

() FEBT—KH,
(10)FE£T—4+,

FATHYX —TAEXS T (10) B AT LAREF i DA R . 49 (10) s SCA), B ] AR R I — A4
ST L7 WATUSFR I L3 T —ARR" . X TR KU, A AL 0245, 2 L 2 88, 47
I A5 FR A0 4 G FR BB s X TS R UL, A5 1] %3 R R IR 55 (RIS A ), 26 o % 388 ) T RE 2 SRR
S (I T RE RS DUt ) , it 2 158, BU1m) 4% 3 i) N 25 T REAT 2 AR W BT . O 1 RERE (9) AN
(10) IAGE— I BEHESE | S AT B R 2 3 S SR W] 4 4 G 2R o

N HAT IR, FATIED] TAEY B N 2 S AT DI AE 8 1Y . 31X — S50 T AR v % 14 44 1Rl 7E
XUS e v ) 8 SCHA ARG BOSRRE DT, FEANAE (11) H ,a kiss SR 2410 (RIShia R 4 9010) L a black eye
I an attractive skin AR JEHARL 1], (EAE M A8 TP B3R (ST sk Ry ) JRIREE ™ 50 CRRAR15 K1)
KA o FECLL) BY=ANA) o A5 1o £ 338 A AR 2 A P S v 1), 7 1) 4% 328 A B v e AR 9 I Y (ke
Bl MR FREPERZE D)) AT R BT R (AR o

(11)John gave Mary a kiss.
Mary gave John a black eye.

The doctor gave Mary an attractive skin. '’

Rl 45 i 0 2R I REAR G b Rt 45 I T A A 1) 6 28 AR5 77 Sl i 2 30, R R “ i g 77 R 3k
YIS 77, — B G T al LA W e 48 77 A AR B2 T, AT B A T e A i 45
W g 25 Rl R A T il

@ TR ARXRL A" MRS N A YRR S AR S SR G LA AE B, B R DR AR 4 R S A A S A A
NE o AHIE 5 5 ML B AR R AR J R (e —E R BB T F 50/ AL, B BE S 5 08 B A SN
FHIE, BT ARATTEAUX > I H R 5 E AN .
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AR RE S Goldberg!' ™ 4 th A 2 SUAOFETR , Bl “ 4557 45 LR A= 1) S g i) 760 0 5
A LAVAZE g 1045 58 AR B AR PE NP TEDRIBR S P S A5 0F IR RI AT B SR AS LI B, © 25T 7 & AR BT A
T BB 5 R RARIRAFAE , SR AN R OV (ELX AN ST A B 15 B , DR R FAT] 2 Wi 453 i 1)
WA FISE T

5 %R

PL“ 857" R ZR O Rl T XU A X sl il 20 s 002, TR A0z ok S sl il i 9 14
A X FEAR TR TEE A OB AR B 00 e 8 TS 8T 7 B2, FATE 4% 118
DU A58 7R 1T O I B Sl i, F S WER /WK A0 1/ 257 S B IANTR 12 T Bl DU F BUR BT Y
XU ) BEATRIEE , BIXS F BN 08 S sl it AT 1 AR s is AL FARERS A o

KU TELE R EARAL & IS FIEEHE 25 — A FIB A2 B AR A 454, Rk 55— 2F
LR TE SORBRIOAT BUIRAS o WK s i B AR AR 1L, Toiht 1k Bl ok , S TR AR I SR8 B 3l
JIRYRE S o, 15 O R NZE 1) A A, by b S 500 A VR A RAE W AL AP B S B R s
TEVEBTH) AT 5 Q2R S Wy sh i PR s s Ak, 08 i S PR Bl s AL, TETR RAE 45 R s IR A, AR
TSGR BB 7, R I SOOG R AT 1) 22453, FF RS R — )2 20 6 R 12 5 e I s A B3R
&L HERIE A" o B RL AU A SR T LR AL 7 o) A5 388 , o m] LR AR A [l A28

P T ARl R Bl 1] X0 42 DA 9 XS Pk 2 S EA T I, % B ity i R A7
[l — XUy g AT UK A — R B I B A A B, T O AR (300 1 28 AT n] BE 2 AR W)
JPER N AR . FELLTT ST, DUE AT L3l G 0 B 1A 1l L e it P A o AR it P 182
G AT L Ao 458 i S 2 AOL T PR A 21 2R AT R

BB SR I 1] 40 4 0% 2R 38 , AR A FRATAE ML R IE ™ N ZE 1 47 B A 1) 227, A o o AU
PR —Fh AR M o T R — S I, < A2 AT R L B T 1 i X A T
ZE7 BT ESCE T IR R R P Y o DA TR ™ e 2l T MR 2 45 A X R R e S e A 0 v
1, A TP A 2 K2 ) — ol A3 PN R g — b A 338 7 1) s o = AR, < O e ™ 5 00 ™ g 2
EEBT X X — 52T (Gestalt) o ShIAXHH 2R SRR MM AL , B T IR M i 53
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