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“Confucius once Said beside a River. The Passage of Time Is
Just Like the Flow of Water, Which Goes on Day and Night” .
Mao Zedong & Confucius

CAO Ying-wang

(The Central Committee of the Communist Party Literature Research Center, Beijing 100017, China)

Abstract; Mao Zedong uses a person’s words as two lines in his poetry, and only Confucius enjoyed such
privilege. Mao Zedong’s learning of culture begins with his reading of Confucius’ books. For some Confucius’
thoughts, such as the thought of attaching importance to learning, the thought of “being swift in action” , Mao
Zedong sticks to them all his life. For some Confucius’ thoughts, such as the thought of the relationship between
the monarch and the people, and the doctrine of the mean thought, Mao Zedong makes his own choices. For
some Confucius’ thoughts, such as the thought of the contempt for labor, the thought “the demos can be educated
to know what and how to do but not to know why they should do so”, Mao Zedong criticizes them all his life.
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