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Su Shi’'s Sacrificial Offering Articles and Their Rite’s Implications

YANG Xiao-ai & SONG Yun-qi
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: 96 sacrificial offering articles to gods or ancestors are collected in Su Shi Anthology, including
the contents of praying for sunshine in the duration of flood, raining and snowing for drought, paying respect to
the emperors’ portraits, visiting the ancestral temples for significant events, and worshiping to spring and bulls
made by clay for agriculture, supplicating to five directional masters for peace and prosperity, thanking the
bumper harvest to autumn, etc, which connect with rich diversity of rites. Sacrificial offering articles have a dual
function both in rites and literatures. Combining the background of sacrificial offering articles written by Su Shi,
this paper discusses political ideology, religious belief, educational concept, culture and customs embodied in
the sacrificial offering articles and the rites. It also reveals various sides of rites and music construction, and pro-
vides references for the literature and the culture study in the Song Dynasty.

Key words: Su Shi; sacrificial offering articles; rite; implication
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