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The Syntactic Analysis of Shi in
Mandarin Wh-questions

BAI Lan
(School of Foreign Studies, Central South University, Changsha 410000, China)

Abstract ; This paper investigates shi in Mandarin wh-questions under the Generative Grammar, and pro-
poses that the properties of shi should play two ways, one of which is copular verb, and the other is focus
marker. Meanwhile, Mandarin wh-questions should be divided into two types which be defined I and I types.
The focus marker shi stays in the head of Focus Projection Position ( FocP) , and it subject moves to the speci-
fier of FocP since the Extended Projection Principle. As focus constituent, the wh-phrase stays in situ and ad-
junct the specifier of FocP in logic form.

Key words: generative grammar; focus marker shi; mandarin wh-questions
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