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Learning from Mistakes: Mao Zedong'’s
Reflective Recognition and the Revelations
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Abstract; Mao Zedong believes the correct interpretation of history by Marxism, adheres to the Marxist
epistemology principle of combining theory with practice, actively promotes the methodology principle of reflec-
tive recognition, and makes a successful exploration of Chinese revolution and construction by reflective recog-
nition. Deng Xiaoping inherits and develops Mao Zedong’s spirit of reflection, reflects the mistakes made by
Mao Zedong in his later years, and breaks new ground for socialism with Chinese characteristics. Each genera-
tion of the collective leadership after Deng Xiaoping has continued to uphold Mao Zedong’s spirit of reflection,
profoundly reflected on the issues existed in the reforms, and further developed the theory of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.
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