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The Hailsham System and the Narrative Ethics in Never Let Me Go

ZHU Yun
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210047, China)

Abstract: Adam Newton’s “narrative ethics” highlights three aspects, namely narrative action, unrelia-
ble narrative, and empathy in his theory. In light of the theory, this paper argues that in Never Let Me Go, the
impetus of Kathy’s narration of her life story lies in her memorizing and exposing Hailsham, her unreliable nar-
ration indicates her obedient but conflicted feeling toward Hailsham, and readers on double levels have empa-
thy in their reading experience.
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