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China’s History of Academic Research on Charles
Dickens in the 1980s and the 1990s

ZHAO Yan-qiu
(School of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; The years from 1980 to the present in China’s history of academic research is being recognized
as the “New Period” , which represents a time of increased scholarship in the study of the works of Charles
Dickens. The New Period is divided into two separate periods, i. e. the last 20 years of the 20" century, and
the first 14 years of the 21st century. In the fist period, China’s research on Charles Dickens’ body of work fo-
cused on overall comprehensive studies, while in the second period, China’s scholars have been working on
larger research teams to increase the scope of their study objectives and extend their fields of research, while
utilizing diversified research methodologies and working with newer, emerging technologies to tackle Dickens’
large body of work.
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