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A Study of Differences of English and Chinese
Ditransitive Constructions: From the Perspective of Cognition
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Abstract ; Perspective is one of the mechanisms for humans to construe objective reality. To choose a dif-
ferent perspective means to choose a different cognitive reference point, and then people take this as a starting
point to build a reference point model. Based on Construction Grammar, this paper discusses the cognitive mo-
tivation of differences between English and Chinese ditransitive construction from the aspects of argument ex-
tension and construction meaning. This research shows that differences between English and Chinese ditransi-
tive construction on argument extension and construction meaning are mainly due to selection of different cogni-
tive perspectives of the English and Chinese people.
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1)a. I was kicked out by my landlord.
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b. My landlord kicked me out.
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2) a. The hill falls gently to the bank of the river.
b. The hill rises gently from the bank of the river.
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3) I will give you some pence.
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7)Bill gave Mary a kiss.
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RS 1: 3% (Bill) + 3hfE (kiss) + X4 (Mary)
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10) John gave Bob a kick.
11) He kicked the football out of the field.
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12) She is knitting her husband a sweater. ( 2 3_)
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18) His mother scanned his face to see if he was telling the truth. ( 284 ; % 41)
19)1 scanned Time magazine while waiting at the doctors office. (FLu&-Ho A ;) %,
20) How can you stand by and let him treat his dog like that? ( 5 3L)

21) 111 stand by you whatever happens. ( ¥ #)
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