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Manipulation of Ideology over the Translation of Modal Meanings

LI Xiao-chuan
( Department of Foreign Languages, Changsha University, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract; Modality is an important means to achieve interpersonal function. The translation of modal
meanings is restricted by ideological aspects, such as historical background, value system, power relations,
and poetic tradition of the target language culture. The paper argues that the translator should take into ade-
quate consideration the ideology of different cultures in the mutual translation of English and Chinese modal
meanings. Only by employing the appropriate translation strategy and dynamically conveying the modal mean-
ings of the source text will the translator achieve the translation purpose.
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“..- 1 expect the servants say all sorts of nasty things about me behind my back. It is their way
of having their revenge on me for being strict. I suppose it is only natural. You know the proverb.
The woman who runs a household is like a water butt: all the dirt washes off on her. In our house-
hold I have three lots of seniors above me and cousins and sisters — in — law both single and married
in my generation. If 1 were really hard to get on with ,how do you think all those people would have
managed to put up with me for so long? ---I think Heaven and Earth and the Lord Buddha must have
taken pity on me in letting me know about this marriage. They didn’t want me to be destroyed by a

pack of scandal—mongering servants. ' *'%*
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(3) It may be safely assumed that, two thousand years ago, before Caesar set foot in Southern
Britain, the whole countryside visible from the windows of the room in which I write, was in what is
called “the state of nature”. Except, it may be, by raising a few sepulchral mounds, such as those
which still, here and there, break the flowing contours of the downs, man’s hands had made no
marks upon it; and the thin veil of vegetation which overspread the broad — backed heights and the
shelving sides of the tombs was unaffected by his industry.
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