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Fichte’s Thoughts of a Closed Commercial
Country and His Critic on Modernity

ZHANG Dong-hui
( School of Humanities, Shanghai University of Finance and Economy, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract ; Fichte’s A Closed Commercial Country is one of the masterpieces of political economics, which
is the specific application of his thoughts of right in the real country, and has important theoretical and practi-
cal significance. This paper briefly introduces the basic characteristics of a commercial country, and then
points out that the real value of Fichte’s political economics is not the illusive utopia itself, but its profound
critical significance. Fichte’s thoughts of a closed commercial country is summarized into three aspects from the
perspective of modernity critic, namely free trade, human nature as well as reflections on the paradox between
human survival and freedom, which have important enlightenment today for us to critically examine capitalist
civilization and think over modernity.

Key words: free trade; human nature; human survival ; freedom
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