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On Chinese-Translated-National-Names Before and
After the Opium War; A Case Study of Haiguotuzhi

LI Yun-fu & NIU Zhen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Before and after the Opium War, a large number of national names that were translated by
Chinese had entered Chinese vocabulary system. According to the field investigation data, these names of Eu-
ropean and American countries in Haiguotuzhi from Vols. 37 to 69 vary widely, which reflects the basic situa-
tions of Chinese—translated —national —names. Its causes mainly lie in the fact that different translators adopt
different translation methods, the same transliteration has different exogenous words, the same free translation
has different motivations, or the translators have different speech perceptions of the same word. In the face of
these differences, the scholars use the rationale or explanation filling method to explain, so as to help the read-
ers to understand. However, it can act only as a symptomatic treatment, and it is difficult to achieve radical
results. Gradually these differently translated names have been Chinesized, optimized and standardized, even-
tually integrated into the Chinese language.

Key words: before and after the Opium War; Haiguotuzhi; Chinese—translated-national-names; exoge-

nous words; Chinesization
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