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On the Conceptual Integration Theory. Its Explanatory
Power for Metaphors in Huangdi Neijing

OUYANG Li-feng' & ZHANG Xue-jin®

(1. School of Interpreting and Translation Studies, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China;
2. School of English and Education, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: The Conceptual Integration Theory recognizes metaphor as a systematic mapping from a con-
crete domain to an abstract domain. Metaphor is an issue of thinking, not that of language. Metaphor is a way
of thinking and cognition. The Conceptual Integration Theory has promoted the entire development of cognitive
linguistics. The medical book Huangdi Neijing has been believed to be the norm of medicine for thousands of
years needs urgently to be explored and cognitively analyzed from the perspectives of embodied philosophy and
cognitive sciences at the present times. The Conceptual Integration Theory has fully explanatory power for un-
derstanding the metaphors in Huangdi Neijing, which can be divided into three metaphors of nature, society,
and philosophy.
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