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Remember to Forget: Memory Writing in Forgetfulness by Ward Just

ZHANG Shi-yuan & YANG Jin-cai
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract; Though Ward Just named his novel as Forgeifulness, he also used the snow-covered Pyrenees
Mountains and the foggy Somme River to create various sites of memory (lieux de mémoire). In this way, he
put the post 9/11 era in a broader historical background, reminding people to remember with human’s common
morality. The protagonist Thomas becomes a special memory-individual for his artist identity. Painting as a me-
dium of memory inspires Thomas to care about the Other and share his memory, exploring the possibility to es-
tablish the community of memory. And forgetting, in the context of this violent world, is not the opposite pole
against remembering, but a difficult but possible attempt, with the spirit of forgiveness, to try and test for the
ultimate reconciliation.

Key words: Forgetfulness; memory; forgetting; forgiveness
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