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Regional Human Capital, Resources Agglomeration
Capacity and the Urban Sprawl

ZENG Xiang—yan & ZENG Xiao—ming
(School of Business, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: Due to the differences of the spatial distribution of human capital, the resources agglomeration
capacity of different parts is different, and the regional agglomeration capacity is conclusively shown by the pop-
ulation inflow and the number of enterprises investment. Thus, from the perspectives of population mobile and
enterprises location selection, the analysis of the relations between regional human capital , resources agglomera-
tion capacity and the urban sprawl can provide a micro explanation for the formation and the spatial distribution
of the urban sprawl in China. Based on the analysis of provincial panel data, it shows that human capital is nega-
tively correlated with urban sprawl. The more abundant the human capital is, the lower the index of urban
sprawl. Therefore, the formation of urban sprawl is largely due to the lack of human capital in the region. Thus,
guiding the land, industry and population expansion based on the distribution of human capital is the key to the
avoidance of the urban sprawl and realization of the compact urbanization way of “city-industry” integration.

Key words: human capital ; population agglomeration; industrial agglomeration; the index of urban sprawl
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