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On Semantic Evolution of Modern Chinese and
Japanese Homograph Xuehui

ZHU Tang
(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: In modern Chinese and Japanese, numerous terms to express modern Western concepts and
objects have been created ; the birth of technical vocabulary is one of the most important features of that period.
Through consulting Chinese-Japanese dictionaries, English-Chinese dictionaries and English-Japanese diction-
aries, as well as databases of periodicals, this paper examines the etymology and meanings of the word Xuehui
in Chinese and Japanese. Results show that Xuehui was first created in Chinese, whereas its contemporary
meaning of “academic organization” appeared for the first time at the beginning of the Meiji period ; moreover,
its translation from English into Japanese was accomplished in Japan at the end of the 19" century. The mean-
ing of “academic organization” spread from Japan to China at the end of the 19" century. Starting from the Re-
public of China, with the establishment of modern professional societies, the word Xuehui with the modern

meaning has made great strides and eventually become an important part of modern Chinese.

Key words: xuehui; homograph; semantic evolution; word translation; lexical exchanges
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