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On the Innovative Value of On the Protracted War
from the Perspective of Text Phenomenology

WEI Zhong-ming & DENG Xing-hua
(Institute of Western Marxism Studies, Hubei University of Technology, Wuhan 430068, China)

Abstract; Since Mao Zedong’s On the Protracted War got published, it has been regarded as a program-
matic document which provided guidance for the Chinese Nation against Japanese aggression and striving for
national independence. However, in recent years, there have been rumors like plagiarism cropping up. Those
who assume it as plagiarism want to raise the historical status of works of Jiang Baili and Chen Cheng by belitt-
ling the innovative value of Mao Zedong’s On the Protracted War. However, as a matter of fact, it will definite-
ly fall into the double nihilism of history. In order to eliminate the double harm of historical nihilism, we must
carry on a phenomenological reduction of historical materialism to the relevant text. By doing so, we can better
understand the innovative value of Mao Zedong’s On the Protracted War while refuting the plagiarism.

Key words: On the Protracted War; The Theory of National Defense; The Theory of Protracted Anti-Japa-
nese War by General Chen Cheng; text phenomenology
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