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The Inheritance and Development of Lenin’s
Literary Thoughts by Mao Zedong

SUN Yue-bing
(School of Marxism Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract; Along the trajectory of historical materialism put forward by Marx and Engels, Lenin created
the proletarian revolutionary literary thoughts, which have expounded the dialectical relations between
literature and art and life, people and revolution. It has laid a solid scientific foundation for the formation and
development of Mao Zedong’s literary thoughts. Combining Lenin’s literary thoughts with Chinese realities, Mao
Zedong has put forward a series of scientific judgments, such as the literary essence of social life as the only
source, the literary and artistic direction of serving the people, and the guiding principles of letting the arts
have free expression and the schools of thoughts contend without restrictions, and the creative method of com-
bining revolutionary realism with romanticism. All these have further enriched and developed Lenin’s literary
thoughts.

Key words: Lenin; Mao Zedong; literature and art; inheritance; development
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