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The Non-hero Community in Philip Larkin’s Early Poems

LV Ai-jing
(School of Foreign Studies, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411210, China)

Abstract; Philip Larkin’s early poems shed light on a sense of British poets’ anxiety and responsibility in
the early of the 20" Century. Social reform and world war altered the fabric of writing of young writers. Larkin’s
thoughts on community building find expression in his creative style of poetry, in his choice of character,
theme, and so forth. That he tells on common men’s stories, which he puts traditional elements of poetry, tes-
tifies to the fact that he pinpoints Englishness on common man’s daily lives and on traditional pastoral land-
scape. The way he establishes Englishness is very important in the sense that it implies a rejection of the grand
narrative of Great Britain. By participating in the postwar writing, Larkin triggers off a new critique of and a re-
bellion against the dominant grand style. All in all, Larkin conceives and formulates an early non-hero commu-
nity building through his description of non-hero and Englishness, which mirrors his love and concern for hu-
man being.

Key words: Philip Larkin; non-hero; community
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