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Achievements and Prospects of China’s Criminal Law
Research over the Past Forty-year Reform and Opening up

LIU Zhi-wei & GUO Wei

(Institute of Criminal Law Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; Since 1978, with the gradual development and deepening of China’s reform and opening up,
the process of criminal legality has been developing rapidly. In the past forty years, the enactment and amend-
ment of criminal code and criminal justice practice has interacted with criminal law research frequently and
promoted each other. The introduction of foreign criminal law theory has added a new research path and broad-
en new areas of research for the criminal law research in China. The criminal law research has completed the
historical mission of constructing theoretical system, deepening basic research, exploring new fields, and di-
versify research methods. In the future, we should continue to improve research methods, deepen basic theo-
retical research, grasp the pulse of criminal justice, strengthen the researches on new types of crime, and
make new contributions to the cause of criminal legality.

Key words; criminal code; criminal law research; pandect of criminal law; sub—pandect of criminal law
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