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Evolution and Development of China’s Legislation of
Death Penalty over the Past Forty-year Reform and Opening up

ZHAO Bing-zhi & YUAN Bin

(Institute of Criminal Law Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; 2018 marks the 40" anniversary of reform and opening up of China. With the development of
reform and opening up in the past 40 years, China has made remarkable achievements and changed greatly in
both economy and society. The reform of death penalty has kept pace with it, including the phases of begin-
ning, expansion, and gradually strict restraint. Therefore, the application of death penalty is restricted in many
ways including the standard, object, procedure, execution method, and specific crimes of application, etc.
Legislation of death penalty is becoming more scientific, more judicial and more civilized. In the future, China
shall put forward to further reform the death penalty, choose the complete abolition of death penalty as the ob-
ject of policy, find a proper and gradual way to reform the death penalty, and reduce the application of death
penalty till to abolish it finally.

Key words: reform and opening up; death penalty; death penalty policy; routes of reform; countermeas-

ures
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