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A Review of the Reform of the Internal Leadership
System in China’s Universities in the Past
Forty-year Reform and Opening up

LI Hai-ping
(School of Education, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract; Since the reform and opening up in the past forty years, the reform of the internal leadership
system in China’s universities has gone through four stages, i.e. the president’s division of labor responsibility
system under the leadership of the Party committee, the parallel implementation of the president’s division of
labor responsibility system under the leadership of the Party committee and the trial implementation of the pres-
ident’ s responsibility system in some universities, the coexistence of the president’s responsibility system and
the president’s responsibility system under the leadership of the Party committee, and the president’s responsi-
bility system under the Party committee. In the above reform process, the political and legal framework of the
internal leadership system of China’s universities has been gradually made clear, the scientific connotation of
the “president responsibility system under the leadership of the Party committee” has been clarified, and the
“Party and government joint conference system” has been established at the level of the college (or depart-
ment ) , which is based on the principle of “the division of labor between Party and administration, and joint
responsibility” . The reform of the internal leadership system in China’s universities is the result of the game of
various powers of higher education, and it is the ultimate expression of the ratio of interests of all parties.
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