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On Ethical Value of Deliberative Democracy

HE Di"? & LI Jian-hua'*
(1. School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. Department of Scientific Research, Hunan University of Commerce, Changsha 410205, China;
3. School of Marxism,Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract; The ethical value of deliberative democracy is the synthesis of leniency, legitimacy and ration-
ality, which are complementary and none of them can be neglected. The leniency of deliberative democracy is
the foundation, which is the organic unity of ends and means. The rationality of deliberative democracy is the
premise, which is the organic unity of substantive rationality and formal rationality. The legitimacy of delibera-
tive democracy is the guarantee, which is the organic unity of concepts, principles, systems, procedures and
practices. From the ethical value, the purpose of the research analyzes the connotations and relations among
the leniency, legitimacy and rationality, which is helpful to understand the basic ethical system of deliberative
democracy, and to set up the concept and system of deliberative democracy with the characteristics of progres-
siveness and logical consistency.
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