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Soft Law Logic in Urban Governance; Organization of
Vendor’s Interest and Deliberative Governance
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Abstract; The fact that the conflicts between the mobile vendors and the urban management officers has
not only challenged the effectiveness of urban governance, but also raised questions about the legality of the
operation of urban management. The violence representation, inner confrontation and distorted market rational-
ity and so forth in urban governance all show that the governance of mobile vendors is gradually becoming a
trap. Vendor economy is of natural and historical rationality. The problem has both sensitivity and contradiction
and other complex characteristics. It is very necessary to recognize the economic and social meanings of multi-
ple aspects of vendors. Different from such “hard tools” as the threat of sanctions adopted by the urban man-
agement officers, the establishment of vendor organization to realize the organization of vendors’ interests, and
to promote the deliberative governance on this basis is the soft law of urban governance. Interactive activities in
the direct or indirect form should be strengthened among governments, urban management officers and vendor
organizations, the organizations and their members, which will be conducive to the practice of “shared govern-
ance” of the pluralistic governing subjects, promotes the transformation of governance innovation to the form of
complanation, hybridization, association and cooperation.
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