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The General Form of Gettier-style Counterexamples and
the Substantive of Gettier Problem

ZHOU Zhi-rong
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: A general logical form can be found by analyzing Gettier’s original two counterexamples, and it
is easy to show that all Gettier-style counterexamples are in this general form. By this form, people can see
more clearly the substantive of Gettier problem, which is that the justification condition and the truth condition
of knowledge are isolated from each other, and this isolation together with GK-definition of knowledge makes it
possible for these counterexamples to drive a contradiction logically. However, traditional definition of knowl-
edge can avoid the threat made by the problem, for it is different from GK-definition in an important aspect.
That is, truth and justification are indeed not isolated from each other in the traditional definition.

Key words: truth; justification; knowledge; Gettier-style counterexamples; Gettier problem
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